
P: 309.444.9921 
E: info@washingtoncoc.com 
W:washingtoncoc.com 

#ALLIN4WASHINGTON Contest p.1 

Washington Night at the Chiefs p.2 

Summer Small Business Saturday p.3 

August BAH  p.4 

Upcoming Events & Sponsorships p.5 

Why Be a Sponsor? p.6 

Ribbon Cuttings p.6  

New Members & Renewals p.7 

Member Memos p.7 

 

The week of August 14 - 20 marks the one year anniversary of 

the #AllIn4Washington kick-off and the Chamber is having an 

#ALLIN contest! 

 

Tweet. Tag. Email….a picture of your Washington 

business with an #AllIn4Washington yard, window, or 

marquee sign that is posted at your  

business during the week of August 14 - 20. Be sure to use 

#AllIn4Washington to Tag or Tweet. Emails should be 

sent to info@washington.com . 

 

Each individual entry will be tallied and the winner will be  

randomly drawn to win a $100 credit to use at WCOC for 

ANYTHING chamber related*. 

 

If you never had an 

#ALLIN4WASHINGTON yard or 

window sign (or yours was lost or 

damaged), there are more at 

the Chamber office. Call the 

chamber office at 309-444-9921 

to make arrangements to get 

one for your business. 

 
*Chamber related = dues, sponsorship, event tickets, individual eblast, copies... 



to our presenting sponsor— 

TimbukTech 
 

& our shirt sponsors: 

Thank You to all who participated 

in the evening: 

NTRA & WRA youth teams 

in the Parade of Teams, Field of 

Dreams “Dream Team” &         

High 5 Tunnel. 
 

Scout Troop 163 color guard    

presented flags for the National 

Anthem sung by Sarah Doremus 

and God Bless America sung by 

Heidi Rottier, both of Washington. 

 

Mayor Gary Manier and retired 

District 52 Superintendent Dr. 

John Tignor threw out first pitches. 

 

 

 

And to the 230+ Washington residents who purchased tickets for the game. 
Proceeds will be divided between the NTRA, WRA, Washington Park District, and the Washington Chamber of Commerce. 



to 

these businesses 

who participated in 

the SSBS promotion! 

14 Washington Plaza, 

661 N. Cummings Lane 

1130 Peoria Street 

1239 Peoria Street 

121 Washington Square 

127 Washington Square 

313 Muller Road 1880 Washington Road 

140 Washington Square 

Liquor Oasis 

1600 Washington Road 80 Washington Plaza 
1500 Washington Road 

1295 Peoria Street 

Barb Fleming 

802 Yorkshire 

105 Washington Square 

123 Washington Square 



Subject to change 

September 13 . Taste of Washington 

October 11 . IVP Plastics   November 8 . TBD  



Tuesday,  

September 13 

October 22 -  

November 26 

November 17 

November 26 

January 2017 
(exact date TBA) 

3rd Ever WCOC 

 Individual Event Sponsors ($250):  Kids’ Fun 
Area  .  Dunk Tank  .  Entertainment  .  Awards 
 

¶ logo on signage for event 

¶ listed in handout 

¶ mention in newsletter, news releases, Face-
book listed on website as sponsor for Taste 

     
 

Sponsorship must be confirmed by August 19th 
to guarantee logos and listings 

Table Sponsors ($100): 
 

¶ Table to decorate in eating area 

¶ Promote your business at table 

¶ Attend your table to visit & promote 

¶ Award given to best decorated table 

¶ Mention in news release and on Facebook 
 
 

Sponsorship must be confirmed by August 19th 
to be guaranteed a table (first come, first serve) 

 Game Board Sponsors: 

¶ Presenting sponsor (1 in center) - $500 

¶ Community/Chance sponsor (limit 2) - $250 

¶ Board squares (limit 36) - $50 
Prize Sponsors: 

¶ listed as a prize sponsor (no limit)- $25 
 
 

Sponsorship must be confirmed by September 
28th to guarantee inclusion on game board. 

Players will have from October 22 (Moonlight 
Madness) through November 26 (Small Business 

Saturday) to get a Washington-opoly game 
board filled. Entries for prize drawing will be 

determined by number of businesses visited & 
marked during that time. Extra entries can be 

earned in various ways (complete sets of prop-
erties, the entire board filled, etc.) 

 
Watch for more details in September newsletter 

   

 Platinum Sponsors ($750): 

¶ Includes one table of 8 priority seating 

¶ Logo on invitation & program 

¶ Logo in Chamber newsletter re: MPB 

¶ Special thank you during event 

¶ Mention in news releases re: MPB 
 
 

Sponsorship must be confirmed by September 
16th to guarantee logo on invitation. 

Gold Sponsors ($250): 

¶ Name listed in program 

¶ Mention in Chamber newsletter re: MPB 

¶ IF table is purchased, will have priority seat-
ing (*this level does not include table) 

¶ Mention in news releases re: MPB 
 
 

Sponsorship must be confirmed by  
September 16th. 

 Presenting Sponsors ($500): (limit of 3) 

¶ Includes one table of 8 at event 

¶ Logo on program, slideshow, handouts 

¶ Logo on website re: Trivia Night 

¶ Special mention in newsletter, any news 
releases re: Trivia Night 

¶ Question about your business in a round 
 

Sponsorship must be confirmed by  
December 16th 

Round Sponsors ($100): 

¶ Logo on slide show & handouts for round 

¶ Mention in newsletter & news releases 

¶ Mention as sponsor during round 
Sponsorship must be confirmed by  

December 16th 

 
 
Silent Auction Donation: 

¶ Business listed on event program and bid sheet 
¶ Mention in newsletter   

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY OTHER INFORMATION 

Moonlight Madness to Small Business Saturday - here’s your chance 

as a small business in Washington to join forces and promote our 

small business community! We can get shoppers into your store and 

you can bring them back with your winning customer service and 

great offers for future returns to your business. 

Need some ideas - let us help you. 

Call 444-9921 for Chevie or Candy. 



If you are a new chamber member (having joined within the last 6 

months) and have not  arranged to have your official welcome  

scheduled…please contact the Chamber office - 444-9921—so we can 

set a date! For more information, contact the Chamber staff. 

 The Washington Chamber of Commerce relies on sponsorships to fund events for our 
members and community. These sponsorships not only benefit the community; but Chamber 
sponsorships are also a powerful marketing tool.  

 When a member sponsors one of the Chamber’s events, places an advertisement in 
one of our publications, or an ad on our website, the business gains credibility, publicity and 
brand recognition in a positive advertising and promotional environment. The Chamber 
makes every effort to bring recognition to the businesses who so graciously donated their 
products, services, or financial support. 

 

Benefits of Sponsoring the Washington Chamber: 

 

¶ Publicity: The Chamber’s events receive substantial local and even regional publicity.    
This gives our sponsors valuable exposure. 

 

¶ Brand Association: Businesses that want to be recognized as industry leaders and        
community partners benefit from associating with important business events. Companies 
who want name recognition are encouraged to look at the Chamber’s events, education 
programs and advertising opportunities as effective marketing tools. 

 

¶ Access to new business relationships: The one-on-one marketing aspects of Chamber 
events and programs allow companies to build relationships with new clients and          
customers. These events are also ideal for renewing and strengthening relationships      
with existing clients and customers. 

Liquor Oasis .  1600 Washington Road . June 24, 2016 
 

Snehal Patel, Alex Iverson, Joe Hart, Priyanka Patel, 

Mial Patel, and Kirk Anderson were all present to 

watch owner and President, Susmit Patel, cut the 

ribbon in celebration of the grand opening of Liquor 

Oasis. They were joined by the following chamber 

representatives for the ribbon cutting: Dennis 

Hermann, Alexander-Murray Agency; Chevie Ruder, 

Washington Chamber of Commerce; and Melissa 

Wireman, CEFCU.  

For more information about Liquor Oasis, call 

309.363.3429.  



Lindy’s Downtown Market 
Illini Family Medicine 
Sam’s Club 
WYZZ 43 
 
 

 

Michael’s Italian Feast 
Illinois Eye Center 
McMahon’s Pints & Plates 
Castaways Consignment 
Central District #51 
Eastside Wellness Center 
Peoria Area Association of Realtors 

Peddler’s Way Quilt Co. 
Washington Park District

Walker Danforth VFW #9016 
Homestead Antiques 
Step Back in Time 
Zehr Farms 

as of 07--31-16 

     Unless you were living under a rock during July, you have certainly 

heard of this new virtual reality game that can be played on your    

mobile devices! Chambers all across the country coming up with ways 

to incorporate the Pokemon Go phenomenon into a way of helping 

their  members. Here’s just one, for now…. 
 

 

 

Pokemon Go Networking Tips…2016’s Secret Sauce  
By Danielle McFadden, President & CEO at Greater Lowell Chamber of Commerce, Lowell, MA 
 

1) Some of the best professional relationships start at the water cooler, 

2) Follow up with people you meet at networking events within a few days and invest in a good CRM 

(client relationship management) progress. 

3) Push yourself to come out of your shell when meeting with a potential client/business     contact. 

4) Keep up to date on current events. They are often a great ice breaker at networking events. (Side 

note: Try to keep politics out of networking.) 

5) When following up with someone you met at a networking event: have talking points,     reference 

your initial conversation, and listen more than you speak. 

6) Be yourself! You’ll feel more comfortable this way and others around you will too. (Who doesn’t 

love talking to someone who  has a silly or fun side?) 

7) Feel like a fish out of water at networking events? Call the event organizer before the event and 

offer to volunteer at the check in table. You’ll meet everyone as they walk in and you’ll always 

have someone to talk to! 

8) Dress appropriately at networking events. 

9) If you see a wallflower at an event, walk over and introduce yourself. You’ll make a great first im-

pression and that person will be forever grateful! 

10) You never know who you are going to bump in to while walking down the street...Always have a 

handful of business cards with you! 

11) A smile is ALWAYS your best accessory! 

12) If you are in a conversation, show engagement through eye contact and body language. 

13) If you are sh;y, it may be tempting to find the closest seat...Instead, push yourself to meet at least 5 

new people. 

14) Give yourself plenty of time to get to events. It’s no fun rushing! 

15) Never talk poorly about people and watch your body language. You never know who is listening... 

For another Pokemon Go! tip on ñHow Your Business Can Make Money on Pokemon Go!ò - visit: 

http://www.techrepublic.com/article/how-your-business-can-make-money-on-pokemon-go/ 

http://www.techrepublic.com/article/how-your-business-can-make-money-on-pokemon-go/


Executive Director 
Chevie Ruder Å chevie@washingtoncoc.com 
 

Communication Manager 

Candy Liggin Å candy@washingtoncoc.com 
 

Finance Manager 

Gail Nettles Å gail@washingtoncoc.com 
 

 
 

 info@washingtoncoc.com 

www.washingtoncoc.com 

 

The ICC Guest Artists Series opens with Frank 

and Dean Together Again, a tribute to Frank 

Sinatra and Dean Martin complete with a 

backing four-piece ensemble. August 12 at 

7:30pm in the ICC Performing Arts Center on 

the East Peoria Campus. General Public: $30; 

Students: $20. Season tickets and Pick 4 Flex 

Packs are available. For more information 

about tickets, visit ArtsAtICC.com or call the 

ICC Performing Arts Center Box Office at 

309.694.5136. 

 

The Illinois Small Business Development Center 

at Bradley University along with Gordon, 

Stockman and Waugh (CPAs) will be offering 

two seminars on August 10: Quickbooks-

Desktop Version at 8:00 to 11:30am; and 

Quickbooks-Online Version at 1:30 to 4:30pm. 

Location: PeoriaNEXT Innovation Center, 801 

West Main Street, Peoria. This is for the small 

businesses who are new to Quickbooks or for 

those who would like to maximize the use of 

Quickbooks online. To learn more and to reg-

ister, visit: 

www.bradley.edu/academic/colleges/fcba/

centers/turner/events/ 

The Illinois Small Business Development  

Center at Bradley University is pleased to 

announce its inaugural business accelerator 

program, Brave Launch.  For more details on 

the program, go to: 

www.bradley.edu/bravelaunch/ 

Member Memos is the place where a 

short announcement can be made 

to convey information about your 

business. Your information needs to 

be submitted by the 20th of the 

month preceding publication.  

Chamber members are encouraged 

to submit notices of upcoming 

events, accomplishments, or data 

that would be of  interest to the  

membership.  
 

It is our goal to provide the most   

current and accurate information; 

however, we are limited to the      

information that is provided to us. 

Details are subject to change       

between the time information is    

received and the time of publication.  

President 

Brad Mahony Å South Side Bank 

Vice President 

 Yvonne Andresen Å The Blend 

Treasurer 

Lee Cleary Å Heartland Bank & Trust Co. 

Secretary 

Pat Brown Å City of Washington 
 

 

Shane Bruer Å Portrait Life 

Kristi Cape Å Countryside Banquet Facility 

Stan Cohen Å Firehouse Pizza 

Dennis Hermann Å Alexander Murray Agency 

Kim Hess Å Washington Park District 

Amy Morgan Å LeFleur Floral Designs & Events 

Eric Obalil Å Alexander Financial Services 

Nick Robertson Å Bernardiõs Restaurant 

 

President 

Blake Mishler Å Black, Black & Brown 
Vice - President 

Melissa Wireman Å CEFCU 

Secretary  

Faye Clark Å New Image Laser  

Executive Committee Member 

Kim Felker Å Washington Community Bank 

 

Ed Foster Å Fosterõs Pro Lawn & Snow Removal 

Emily Geerts Å PNC Bank 

Scott Hassett Å Morningside of Washington 

Trevor Heil Å Ipava State Bank 

Laura Himstedt Å Deiters Funeral Home & Crematory 

Kari Johnson Å SouthSide Bank 

Tracy Molendi Å Simply Organized & Stage 

Brian Tibbs Å Washington Park District 

Wendy Wagner Å Art at the Bodega 

Stephen White Å Firehouse Pizza 

Tricia Yocum Å Coldwell Banker Honig-Bell 

 

Congratulationsé 
to our four Summer Small Business winners! Each one will receive a $50 

Washington Gift Certificate. Entries were submitted at the 16 participating 

businesses in the SSBS promotion on July 23rd. 
 

Liz Pudik - Kepôs Sports Bar & Grill 

 

Mary Penn - Homespun  

 

Trisha Stetzler - Art at the Bodega  

 

Dianna Oaks - Sentimental Journey  

 

Thanks for Shopping Small!  



Business After Hours was created to provide good 
opportunities to local business people to meet each 
other in an informal setting.  It also allows a superb 
time to showcase a particular business.  Hosting 
one of these events, as well as attending, can have 
long range positive effects on your business and 
with networking. 

Besides providing opportunity to network, Business 
After Hours also provides a chance for new or     
potential members to meet face to face with      
current members and see what the Chamber can 
do for them. 

If you are interested in hosting a Business After 
Hours, please let the Chamber office know.  

A member of the BAH committee will then contact you  to discuss arrangements. 

It’s important to make sure the Washington Chamber of Commerce has a 
current email address for you, so ȅƻǳΩƭƭ be able to stay current on the latest 
news from the Chamber. This includes receiving offers and promotions that 
are specifically designed to assist and benefit our member businesses. 
Email is also the best way to receive other timely updates throughout the 
year by way of the weekly Chamber Connections emails and this monthly 
Window on Washington newsletter.  

To ensure that the Chamber has your current email address -  

1. Send an email to info@washingtoncoc.com 

2. Subject: Current e-mail  

оΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ 

1-2-оΦΦΦLǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƻƴ /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΗ 

H bgblĕr ilmu

the Chamber 

did that!  

Chamber members 

can stay informed 

through emails sent 

by the WCOC.  

Have you updated the Chamber office on any 

changes or additions to your staff or company  

contact information? Now is a great time to think 

about doing that before the year is over! Send your 

updates to info@washingtoncoc.com. 

 

There are 

5 months 

21 week 

152 days 

 

left in 2016. 



 

events & dates subject to change . *not a chamber event  

 August 

9 Business After Hours 

@ Washington Historical Society, 5:00pm 

114 Washington Square . Washington, IL 61571 

 September 

4 Office Closed - Labor Day 

13 TASTE OF WASHINGTON 

@ Countryside Banquet Facility, 5:00pm 

24 Autumn Fest 

@ Washington Square, 5:00pm 

The mission of the Washington Chamber of Commerce is to be 

an advocate for business, to promote business alliances, to  

provide valuable benefits and services to our members and to be 

a leader for economic development efforts in Washington, IL 

 October 

11 Business After Hours 

@ IVP Plastics , 5:00pm 

20 Moonlight Madness on the Square & the 

Washington-opoly Game Begins, 5:00pm 


